
 
 

 

 
 

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) provides over 20 million 

children with nutrition assistance that is necessary for a healthy diet and provides food 

insecure families an essential resource that greatly reduces child hunger and poverty in 

America.  

 

An amendment proposed by Senator Sessions would restrict SNAP eligibility by 

requiring all members of a household to provide citizenship or immigration 

documentation, even for members of the household who are not applying for benefits. 

At a time when child poverty is at a 20-year high, this restriction would take away much 

needed food assistance from millions of eligible U.S. citizen children and reverse much of 

the progress our country has made in reducing childhood hunger.  

 

 1 in 5 children lives in a home where they or a family member is affected by 
hunger, and 1 in 4 children of immigrants lives in a food insecure household. 
 

 Up to 4.5 million U.S. citizen children who live in mixed-legal status households 

with one or more undocumented parent will be directly impacted by the 

proposed restriction. 

 

 Eligible children living in mixed-legal status families are already underrepresented 

in SNAP, with only 55 percent of eligible mixed-legal status families participating 

in 2008.  

 

 The children targeted by the proposed restriction are disproportionately Latino, 

with Latino children comprising over 80 percent of the children impacted.   

 

 Deliberately restricting mixed-legal status families from participating in the 

SNAP program will drive child poverty rates even higher. 

 

 

SNAP has been a lifeline for many families during the most recent economic downturn. The proposed restriction of SNAP is 

unnecessary and threatens to harm children who are most at-risk of living in poverty and being food insecure. Providing 

citizenship or immigration documentation is already a requirement to receive SNAP benefits. Requiring this documentation 

for all members of a household, even those who are not applying for SNAP benefits, will take food off the table for eligible 

U.S. citizen children who depend on SNAP to ensure that they do not go to sleep hungry.  
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